FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2Z

WASHING TOM, LHC. 20403

Timothy B. Schmidr, Treasurer

Eod Grams for US Senate

2013 Sceond Avenue N, Suite B2 JtN 24 2001
Anoka, MM 353303

Identification Number: CONTRG054
F.oference: 30 Day Post-General Report {10/19/00-1 1727003
Tiear Mr. Schmidi:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the reportis)
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contained
in the report{s). An itemization fullows:

_Schedule A of your report discloses contributions which appear o exceed
the limits set forth in the Act. Copies of some, but not all, of the apparent
excessive contributions are attached for your information. You should
examine all of your contributions 1w check for additional excessives. The
Committee’s procedures for processimg contributions should also be
revicwed

An individual or 2 political cormmirtes other than a qualified multicundidate
commuttee may ot make 2 contribution to a candidate for tederal office in
excess of $1,008 per election. & qualified muliicandidate committee and all
affiliated commmittess may oot make a contnbuton(s) to a candidate for
fcderal office in excess of $5,000 per election. The term “contribution”
includes any gift, subseription, loan, advance, or deposit of money or
anything of value made by any persen for the purpose of influencing any
election for federal office. (2 U.S.C. §4dlaly) and {f); 11 CFR §110.1(b),
() and (K))

Should your revicw determine that contributions were not completely or
correctly reported, you should amend your original report using the correct
information. If the contributions exceed the limits, youa should either refund
ta the donor the amount in excess or reguest a written redesignation and/or
reatribution of the contributions from the donor.  All refunds,
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redesignations, and reattributions must be made within sixty days of receipt
of the contribution. Copics of refund checks and copies of letters
reatiributing or redesignating the contributions in question may be used to
respond (o this letter. Refunds are reported on Line 20 of the Detailed
Summary Page and on a supporting Schedule B of the repert covenng the
period in which they are made. Redesignations and reatimbutions are
reported as memo entries on Schedule A of the report covering the period in
which the authorization for the redesigmation andfor reattnbution is
received. (11 CFR §104.8(d)(2}, (3} and {4}}

The acceptance of exsessive confributions is 8 serious problem. Again, the
committee'’s procedures for processing contnbutions should be examined
and cormected in ordet to avoid this problem. Adthough the Commission
may take further legal action, prompt action by you to refund or gseck
redesignation andfor reattribution of the excessive amount will be
considered.

_Schedule A supporting Line 11(a)(), Column A of the Detailed Summary
Page itemizcs contributions from polineal party committees.  These
contributions should be reported on Line 11{b), Columu A, of the Detailed
Surmmary Page and itemnized on a sepurate Schedule A.

.Scheduls A of your report indicates that your commitiee may have failed to
file one or more of the required 48 hour notices regarding "last minute”
comtribwtions received by your committee after the close of books for the 12
Day Pre-General report. A principal campaign committee must notify the
Commmission, in writing, within 48 hours of any conteibution of 31,000 ar
mote received botween two and twenty days before an elechion.  These
contributionz are then repotied on the next report reguited to be filed by the
commitiee. To ensurc that the Commission is nolified of last minute
contribations of $1,000 or more to your campaign, it is recommended that
you review your procedures for checking contributions received during the
aforementioned time pered.  Although the Commission may take lcgzal
action, any response yolu wish to provide conceming this matier will be

—

considered. {11 CFR §104.5({)}

-Your committce filed 48 hour notices reporting the followiny "last minute”
conmributions:

Contrbutor Date Armount

8" Congressional District 10/ 30400 $1,000
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Christopher Cox Congressional /2700 $1.000
Commitiee
Fm Ramstad Volunteer Committeg 1073 1/04) $1,000

These contributions do not apprar on Schedule A of this report.  Please
amend vour report to include these contributions or provide an explanation
of these apparent discrepancies.

-Commission Regulations rtequire that a committee disclose the
identification of all individuals who contribute in excess of 5200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3(a}4)(1)) Identification for an individual is
defined as the A name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. {11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions Trom
individuals for which the identification is not complete.

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable to do so,
you must demonstrate that “best efforts” have been used to obtan the
nformation. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commussion
with a detailed descripion of wour procedurss for requesting the
information, Establishing “best efforts” is a three-fold process.

First, your onginal solicitation must melede a ¢lear and conspicuous reguest
for the conmibutor information and must inform (he contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. (11 CFR

§1047(b)1)}

Second, if the information 15 not provided, you must make oqe follow-up,
stand alone effort 10 obtain thig informatiom, regardless of whether the
sontribution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must occur ng later than 30
days after receipt of the contribution and may be i the form of a written
request or an oral Toquest documented in writing., (11 CFR § 104.7(B)(2)}
The rerquest must:

clearly ask for the missing information, without solicitimg a gottributiomn,
inform the comtributor of the requirements of lederal law for the
reporiing of such information, and

» if the request is wTitten, include a pre-addressed post card or return
envalope.

Third, if you reeeive contributor informanon after the contribution(s) has
been reported, you shall either a) file with your next regularly scheduled
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report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the contributons for which
additiona! information was received; or by file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, smendments to the report(s) originally
disclosing the ceniribution(s). (11 CFR §104.7(bX4))

Please provide the missing information or a detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the information. For muore information on
demonetrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

Lommission Regulations define the term “purpose” to mean 2 brief
statement or description of why a disbursement was made. Examples are
"dinner expense”, "media”. "salary", "polling”, “travel", "party fecs”,
“nhone banks", "travel expenses’, “ravel expense reimbursement” and
"catering costs”. Examples of elostion day and voter registration activity
mclude “exit polling”, "door-to-door get out the vore", "get out the vote
phone calls" and “driving voters 1o the polls”. Unacceptable descriptions,
which reguire additional clarification, include but arc not limited to
"sdvance”, "consulting”, “commission”, “contract labor™, "election day
expetse”, "expenses”, “other expenses”, "sxpense reimburscment”,
“miscellanzous”, “outside services”, "get-out-the-vote” and "voter
registration”. (11 CFR 5104.3(b¥4)) Pleasc amend Schedule B of your
report to cotrect the descriptions winch do not meet the requirements of the
Regulations.

Schedule D of your report fails to supply certain information. Comtnission
Regulations require the full name and address of each creditor, the
cutstanding balance ar the beginning and end of the reporting period, the
amount incurred during this periad, any payment made during this period,
and the nature or purpose of each debt. All debts must be reported until
extimguished or setiled. Pleasc amend your report to include the address,
(11 CFR §104.11}

A written Tespanse Or an amendment 1o your aniginal report{s} correeling the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Secretary of the Senate, 237 Hant Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC 20510 within fifteen {15 days of the date of this lewcr. If you
need assistance, please feg! free to contact me on oar toll-free number, (800} 424-9530 (a
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the prompt press , then press 2 to reach the Reports Analysis Division). My local
nuntber is (202} 6941130,

sincerely,

R

Pat Sheppard
Assistant Branch Chief

404 Reports Analysis Divigion
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